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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


SOVVERBY  BRIDGE  U.D.C. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

J.  LYONS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

N.  E.  GORDON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  E.  FOSTER,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 

J.  GOULDEN. 


WEST  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
Preventive  Medical  Services  :  Health  Division  19 


Staff  with  duties  in  the  Sowerby  Bridge  District — 

Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

As  above  (M.O.H.) 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer: 

-NORMAN  E.  GORDON,  M  B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  and  Medical  Officer  to 
Sowerby  Bridge  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics: 

^ALICE  SEELIG,  M.D.  (Retired  January,  1956). 

School  Dental  Officers: 

Dental  Clinic  closed 
December,  1955 


'P.  CUMMINGS,  L.D.S. 

'R.  O.  LIBROWICZ,  L.D.S. 
iJ.  R.  SLATER,  B.Ch.D. 


Health  Visitors 

E.  B.  NOWERS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.S.C.N 
*M.  O.  FORRESTER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

M.  SOUTHWELL,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor: 

*B.  G.  NICHOLL,  S.R.N. 
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Meutal  Health  Social  Worker: 

*E.  C.  WROE,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.M.N..  H.V. 

Meutal  Health  Home  Teacher  (Qualified): 

*Mrs.  M.  H.  GRAHAM,  B.A. 

Midwives 

"  A.  G.  REID,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen's  Nurse. 

'D.  SANDERSON,  S.R.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 

"M.  HOLDEN,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (Relief  Midwife  for 
whole  Divisional  Area). 

Home  Nurses: 

A.  KLEINDIENST,  S.R.N.,  R.F.N.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 
'"A.  M.  SCHOLLICK,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 

A.  HOWARTH,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

-K.  BOTTOMLEY,  S.R.N. 

’*'E.  S.  SIDDALL,  S.R  N.,  S.C.M.,  Queen’s  Nurse  (Relief 
Home  Nurse  for  whole  Divisional  Area). 

Also  have  duties  in  other  parts  of  this  Division 
^  Part  time. 


HALIFAX  AREA  HOSPITALS  MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE 

Cousultaiit  Staff 

Ear,  Nose  aud  Throat  Surgeou: 

W.  O.  LODGE,  M.D.,  F.I.C.S.,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.) 

Chest  Physiciau: 

BERTRAM  MANN,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeou: 

G.  HYMAN,  M  B.,  F.R.C.S. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeou: 

S.  ROBERTSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 
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Abraham  Ormerod  Medical  Centre, 

Todmorden. 

October.  1956. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 


Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Nimj  Annual  Report 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health 
Administration. 

Under  the  Divisional  Health  Scheme  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  also  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  West 
Riding  County  Council’s  local  health  services  and  has  similar 
functions  in  the  Borough  of  Todmorden,  the  Urban  Districts 
of  Ripponden  and  Hebden  Royd,  and  the  Rural  District  of 
Hepton,  The  scheme  has  led  to  a  closer  integration  of  local 
authority  health  services. 

The  most  interesting  feature  of  the  vital  statistics  is  the 
astonishingly  low  infant  mortality  rate,  viz.  14.1  per  1,000  live 
births,  as  compared  with  26.2  in  the  West  Riding  Administra¬ 
tive  County  and  24.9  in  England  and  Wales.  That  this  excep¬ 
tional  figure  is  not  due  merely  to  a  chance  fluctuation  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  calculated 
over  the  five-year  period  1951-1955  (inclusive)  is  only  18.0  per 
1 ,000,  which  also  compares  very  favourably  with  the  national 
figure.  Many  public  health  theorists  would  not  expect  a  low 
level  of  infant  mortality  in  a  largely  industrial  area  with  a 
relatively  unsatisfactory  standard  of  housing  and  a  high  pro¬ 
portion  of  mothers  in  regular  employment  but,  fortunately, 
although  so  many  houses  are  poor,  there  are  few  instances 
of  gross  overcrowding,  whilst  the  disadvantage  of  maternal 
employment  would  appear,  in  general,  to  be  more  than  offset 
by  the  advantages  gained  from  the  betterment  of  the  family 
income. 

The  birth  rate  in  Sowerby  Bridge  has  tended,  over  the 
years,  to  be  somewhat  higher  than  in  the  other  districts  of  this 
division.  There  is,  nevertheless,  a  high  proportion  of  aged 
persons  in  the  population  with  a  resultant  heavy  demand  on 
the  services  of  general  practitioners,  home  nurses,  health 
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visitors  and  home  helps.  The  geography  of  the 
locality  makes  assistance  far  from  easy  to  apply  in  some  cases. 
The  home  help  service  in  particular  is  handicapped  by  the 
relative  inaccessibility  of  many  houses  as  well  as  by  difficulties 
in  recruitment.  On  occasion  the  aged  persons  needing  the 
most  help  are  the  ones  for  whom  we  cannot  provide. 

The  standard  of  housing  of  the  older  folk  is,  in  general, 
below  that  of  the  rest  of  the  community.  Life  is  so  often 
rendered  unnecessarily  difficult  and  hazardous  by  such 
features  as  defective  natural  lighting,  inefficient  or  unguarded 
fire  grates,  inadequate  cooking  and  washing  facilities,  steep 
steps  and  rickety  or  narrow  stairs,  outside  privies  or  toilets, 
absence  of  baths  and  washbasins,  inadquate  hot  water,  faulty 
gas  fittings  and  easily  frozen  pipes. 

This  sort  of  environment  would  present  a  problem  for 
young  and  active  families.  How  much  worse  is  it,  then,  for 
those  weakened  by  age,  impoverished  by  retirement  and 
demoralised  by  frustration  and  loneliness?  Neither  an 
extended  domiciliary  service  nor  institutional  care  is  the  com¬ 
plete  answer  to  this  problem.  My  own  experience  is  that  the 
aged  rarely  seek  institutional  care  before  the  situation  has 
become  desperate.  When  they  do  ultimately  secure  a  place 
in  a  welfare  home  they  go  only  with  sorrowful  reluctance. 

Housing  Authorities  hold  the  key  to  the  solution  of  this 
problem.  The  old  folks  should  be  brought  back  into  the 
community  into  dwellings  which  are  easy  to  live  in  and  easy 
to  manage  and  where  assistance,  if  required,  can  easily  be 
given.  Local  Authorities,  with  their  vested  interest  in  the 
health  and  welfare  of  the  community,  cannot  continue  to 
postpone  action  indefinitely  on  economic  grounds.  Should 
not  the  community  as  a  whole,  in  this  era  of  full  employment, 
be  capable  of  making  this  investment  in  its  own  future?  Is 
it  that  we  cannot  afford  or  that  we  do  not  wish  to  afford? 
The  cost  of  basic  essential  local  government  services  (including 
housing)  is  negligible  compared  with  the  combined  cost  of  such 
luxuries  as  alcohol,  tobacco,  television,  etc.  The  community 
must  reconsider  and  revise  its  scale  of  values  and  then  decide 
what  are  th  true  basic  pre-requisites  of  health  and  happiness. 

There  was  no  exceptional  incidence  of  serious  infectious 
disease  during  the  year  under  review  though  the  number  of 
cases  of  measles  notified  was  higher  than  usual.  The  control 
of  measles  is  difficult,  the  patient  being  in  a  very  infectious 
condition  for  a  day  or  two  before  the  rash  appears  and  before 
a  diagnosis  can  be  made.  Nor  is  there  any  practicable  means 
of  conferring  long-term  immunity  by  innoculation.  The 
modern  anti-botic  and  sulphonamide  groups  of  drugs  are 
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useful  in  both  preventing  and  treating  some  of  the  complica¬ 
tions  of  the  disease  but  are  not  effective  against  measles  itself. 

The  outlook  would  appear  to  be  more  hopeful  in  relation 
to  whooping  cough,  only  12  cases  being  notified  during  the 
year.  When  one  recalls  that  whooping  cough  has  been  a 
prominent  cause  of  death  in  infancy  and  is,  moreover,  the 
origin  of  much  chronic  chest  trouble  in  adults,  the  decline  of 
the  disease  is  very  welcome.  This  improvement  must  be  at 
least  partly  attributable  to  immunisation.  Under  the  County 
Council  Scheme,  children  up  to  the  age  of  4  years  can  be 
immunised  against  whooping  cough  either  at  the  local  clinic 
or  by  the  family  doctor. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  consideration,  patience  and  co-operation,  and  to 
thank  Mr.  Foster,  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  kindness 
and  efforts  to  give  me  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area, 
and  indeed  to  all  your  officials  with  whom  I  made  contacts, 
personal  and  official. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

J.  LYONS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


8 


SECTION  I 


Vital  Statistics 

STAIISTiCS 

Area  (Census  1951)  . , . . .  5,763  acres 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

Resident  Population,  mid- 1955  .  18,430 


Population  (Census  1951)  . 18,770 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  .  6,914 

Rateable  Value  (31:3:55)  .  £91,578 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  .  £353-14-11 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 


Total 

M 

F 

Live  Births — 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Legitimate 

271 

121 

150 

estimated  resident  Population : 

Illegitimate 

13 

6 

7 

15.4 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate 

7 

5 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

Illegitimate 

still)  births:  24.7 

All  Deaths 

232 

118 

114 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population : 

12.6 

Deaths  of  infants 
under  1  year 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

2 

under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

births):  14.1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  SOVVERBY  BRIDGE  U.D. 


1954  1955 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  3  —  2  -- 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .  —  — 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  .  —  — 

4.  Diphtheria  .  —  —  — 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .  —  — 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  .  —  1  —  1 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  .  —  —  —  — 

8.  Measles  . ■•••  —  —  — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases  .  1  —  —  — 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  4  7  7  1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  6  —  1  — 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  —  3  —  0 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  —  4  —  2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms  .  15  7  14  7 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  1  1  —  -- 

16.  Diabetes  .  —  —  1  3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  12  25  10  19 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .  26  14  19  16 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...  1  4  1  2 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  23  32  23  28 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .  3  2  5  2 

22.  Influenza  .  —  —  2  1 

23.  Pneumonia  . 3  1  4  2 

24.  Bronchitis  .  9  5  4  2 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system  1  —  3  2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ...  1  1  3  1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  —  —  1  — 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .  2  —  1  — 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  4  —  1  — 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  —  —  ■ —  — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  1  —  —  2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill -defined 

diseases  .  10  7  9  12 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  1  —  3  1 

34.  All  other  accidents  . ,...  2  9  3  3 

35.  Suicide  .  1  —  11 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war...  —  —  —  -- 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  130  123  118  114 
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Principal  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1955 

Based  on  Registrar  General’s  Figures 
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miections.  acute  poliomyelitis,  measles,  and  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases,  (items  3 — 9  inch  on  p. 
+  Combined  death  rate  from  heart  disease  and  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 

(  items  18 — 21  inch  on  page  9) 

t  Combined  death  rate  from  influenza,  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases, 
excluding  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  ( items  22 — 25  inch  on  page  9). 


SECTION  II 


GENERAL  PROV ISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


(A)  Hospitals 

There  is  no  hospital  in  Sowerby  Bridge.  Patients  requir¬ 
ing  hospital  treatment  are  referred  as  a  rule  to  hospitals 
under  the  administration  of  the  Halifax  Area  Hospitals 
Management  Committee  (National  Health  Service).  Included 
in  this  group  are  the  Halifax  General  Hospital,  Royal  Hali¬ 
fax  Inhrmary,  St.  John's  Hospital  (for  the  aged  and  chronic 
sick).  Shelf  Sanatorium,  Northowram  Hall  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases,  Todmorden  Fielden  Hospital  (for  long 
stay  medical  cases  in  children),  and  Todmorden  Stansfield 
View  Hospital  (for  mental  defectives). 

During  1955  the  maternity  work  at  the  Royal  Halifax 
Infirmary  was  discontinued  and  beds  are  now  only  available 
at  the  Halifax  General  Hospital.  Priority  in  booking  is 
given  to  abnormal  cases,  mothers  expecting  their  first  child, 
and  mothers  with  unsatisfactory  home  conditions. 

Special  hospitals  (e.g..  Mental  Hospitals,  special  Ortho- 
pasdic  Hospitals,  Tuberculosis  Sanatoria,  etc.)  outside  the 
Halifax  area  are  available  when  required;  they  are  situated 
in  various  parts  of  the  so-called  “  Leeds  Hospitals  Region  ” 
which  in  fact  extends  into  all  three  Ridings. 


(B)  Ambulance  Service 

The  County  Ambulance  Service  (Divisional  Depot  at 
Brighouse — telephone  Brighouse  840)  covers  this  district. 
Arrangements  also  exist  with  the  Halifax  County  Borough 
Health  Department  for  the  use  of  their  ambulances  for  the 
transfer  of  patients  to  and  from  the  hospitals  in  Halifax. 


(C)  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Services  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health)  at  laboratories  in  Wakefield  and  Brad¬ 
ford. 
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(D)  Issue  of  Anti-Toxin,  etc. 

Supplies  of  diphtheria  and  tetanus  anti-toxin  are  avail¬ 
able  at  the  Northowram  Hall  Hospital  and  the  Halifax 
General  Hospital  for  issue  to  medical  practitioners  requiring 
them.  By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  sup¬ 
plies  of  tetanus  anti-toxin  are  also  kept  at  the  Divisional 
Health  Office,  The  Medical  Centre,  Todmorden,  for  the  use 
of  local  medical  practitioners  in  the  Division. 

A  supply  of  re-agents  for  diphtheria  and  whooping- 
cough  immunisation  is  also  available  free  of  charge  to  private 
practitioners  who  have  undertaken  to  participate  in  the  West 
Riding  County  Council’s  schemes  of  immunisation. 


SECTION  in 

W.R.C.C.  PREVENTIVE  HEALTH  SERVICES 
(A)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 
infant  Welfare 


Allan  House,  Sowerby  Bridge 
The  Institute,  Luddenden  Foot 
Ante-NataS  and  Post-Natal 
Allan  House,  Sowerby  Bridge 
The  Institute,  Luddenden  Foot 


Thursdays 

FTidays 

Mondays 
1st  Friday  in 
month 


2  p.m. 
to 

4  p.m. 


School  Clinics 


Allan  House,  Sowerby  Bridge 

(a)  Minor  Ailments 

(b)  Dental 

(c)  Ophthalmic 

(d)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

(e)  Artificial  Sunlight 


Mondays 

As  required 
As  required 
As  required 
Tuesdays 
Fridays 


10  a.m.  to 
12  noon 

by 

appoint¬ 

ment. 


Smallpox  Vaccination 
Oiohtheria  Immunisation 

M. 

Whooping-Cough  Immunisation 


Allan  House,  Sowerby  Bridge  At  any  Minor  Ailments  or 
The  Institute,  Luddenden  Foot  Welfare  Clinic,  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  Medical  Officer. 
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(B)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Sowerby  Bridge  and  Luddenden  Foot 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  during  the 

year  .  69 

Total  number  of  attendances  .  408 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Number  of  consultations  by  doctor  during  the  year  911 

Total  number  of  attendances  . 3029 

Home  Visiting  of  Infants 

Total  number  of  live  births  to  Sowerby  Bridge 

mothers  . 

Number  of  first  visits  to  children  under  1  year  ... 

Total  number  of  visits  to  children  under  1  year  ... 

Total  number  of  visits  to  children  aged  1-5  years 

Provision  of  Welfare  Foods,  etc. 

A  variety  of  brands  of  dried  milk  and  other  infant 
foods  are  sold  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  for  the  conven¬ 
ience  of  mothers. 

National  Dried  Milk,  cod  liver  oil,  orange  juice,  etc., 
are  also  distributed  at  the  Centres  under  revised  arrange¬ 
ments  instituted  in  July,  1954,  when  the  County  Council 
became  responsible  for  this  service. 

Day  Nursery  Accommodation 

There  is  a  Day  Nursery  situated  on  the  Beech  Recrea¬ 
tion  Ground  to  which  Sowerby  Bridge  and  Ripponden 
children  may  be  admitted  under  certain  conditions 
(Closed  July,  1956). 

Care  of  Premature  Infants 

Special  equipment  and  nursing  staff  is  available  for  use 
in  the  home  in  cases  requiring  them. 

Provision  of  Maternity  Outfits 

These  are  provided  free  to  mothers  preparing  for  con¬ 
finement  in  their  own  homes. 

(C)  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  home 
nursing  and  midwifery  services  in  Sowerby  Bridge.  There 
were  four  full-time  Home  Nurses  and  two  full-time  Midwives 
employed  in  1955.  Two  of  the  Home  Nurses  and  both  Mid- 
wives,  however,  did  not  work  wholly  in  the  Sowerby  Bridge 
area,  also  having  duties  in  other  parts  of  the  Divisional  Area. 


Midwifery  Service 

Number  of  home  confinements  .  88 

Number  of  hospital  confinements  . , .  201 


284 

278 

1438 

1896 
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Analgesia. — The  Sowerby  Bridge  midwives  are  trained 
in  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  and  are 
provided  with  the  necessary  equipment.  Analgesia  is 
available  to  all  mothers  desiring  it  subject  to  satisfactory 
medical  examination  by  a  doctor.  It  is  hoped  that  more 
mothers  will  make  use  of  this  valuable  service. 

(D)  Health  Visiting 

The  duties  of  the  Health  Visitor  are  combined  with  those 
of  School  Nurse.  In  pursuance  of  the  National  Health  Ser¬ 
vice  Act  the  scope  of  this  service  includes  home  visiting  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  children,  and 
persons  (including  adults)  suffering  from  illness,  and  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  The  Health  Visitor  also  gives 
advice  in  the  home  as  to  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection. 

(E)  Home  Helps 

The  recruitment  of  suitable  women  to  be  Home  Helps 
again  proved  to  be  difficult.  During  1955,  73  cases  were 
attended  by  Home  Helps  as  compared  with  68  cases  the 
previous  year,  and  the  total  number  of  hours  worked  was 
8,254. 

In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the 
County  Council  provide  domestic  help  for  households 
“  where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any 
person  who  is  ill,  lying-in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally 
defective,  aged,  or  a  child  not  over  compulsory  school  age.” 

Of  the  73  cases  attended  in  1955,  Home  Helps  were 
provided  for  the  following  reasons:  5  illness,  14  maternity, 
and  54  chronic  sick. 

(F)  Care  and  After  Care 

Special  provisions  are  in  operation  for  the  care  and  after 
care  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  mental  illness  or 
defect,  venereal  disease,  and  other  illnesses. 

(G)  School  Health  Service 

Number  of  schools  in  district  .  20 

Number  of  children  in  attendance  at  school  at 

end  of  1955  .  2972 

Number  of  children  examined  at  school  during 

1955  . t  1528 

this  figure  being  made  up  as  follows: — 

Routine  examinations  .  1343 

Re-examinations  .  185 

Number  of  children  referred  for  treatment  .  94 
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H.  Snimunisation  and  Vaccination 


In  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
immunisation  against  diptheria  and  whooping  cough  and 
vaccinaton  against  smallpox  may  be  done  either  at  the  clinic 
or  by  the  family  doctor. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Number  of  Children  in  Sowerby  Bridge  who  had  completed 
a  full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  1955 


Age 

0-1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Began  and 
completed 
ejections  1955 

84 

76 

15 

9 

12 

30 

17 

n 

7 

6 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Total  274 


Immunised  in 

I 

I 

i  I 

previous  years 
re-treated  1955 

.  ,  .  I  . 

33 

"  I  " 

23 

I 

I 

54 

66  !  35  ' 

I  ! 

:  I 

Total  372 


(ii)  Immunisation  in  relation  to  child  population: 

Number  of  Children  in  Sowerby  Bridge  who  had  completed 
a  full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  at  any  time  to 

31-12-55 


Age 

at  31-12-55 
i.e.  born  in  year 

Under 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  to  9 

10  to  14  Total 
'under15 

No.  Immunised 

1 

84 

149 

173 

172 

179 

1204 

1072  '  3033 

Estimated  Mid-year  population  (under  15  years)  ...  4008 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 


Number  of  children  in  Sowerby  Bridge  who  completed  a  full 
course  of  whooping  cough  immunisation,  1955 


Age  at  final 
injection 

Under 

6  mths 

6  mths  to 

1  year 

1-2  yrs 

2-3  yrs 

3-4  yrs 

Total 

No.  immunised 

1 

78 

23 

5 

3 

110 

(ii)  Immunisation  in  relation  to  child  population: 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1955,  who  had 
completed  a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that 
date: 


Age  31:12:55 
i.e.,  born  in  year 

Under  1 

1955 

1 

195  4 

2 

1953 

3 

1952 

4 

1951 

5 

1950 

6 

1949 

7 

1948 

Total 

No.  immunised  1 

8 

105 

105 

62 

i  30 

18 

12 

6 

346 

During  the  year  there  were  12  notified  cases  of  whooping 
cough.  None  of  the  children  concerned  had  completed  the 
full  course  of  immunisation. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox  1955 

149  people  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox  during  the 
year,  94  of  whom  were  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 
Many  of  the  children  were  vaccinated  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres  at  Sowerby  Bridge  and  Luddenden  Foot. 
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SECTION  IV 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Summary  of  Notifications  received  in  year  1955 


Disease 


Total  cases  notified 


Scarlet  fever  . 

Whooping  cough  . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Acute  pneumonia  . 

Dysentery  . 

Smallpox  . 

Acute  encephalitis  . 

Enteric  or  typhoid  fever  .. 

Paratyhoid  fevers  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Meningococcal  infection  .. 

Food  poisoning  . 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . 

Opthalmia  neonatorum 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 


24 

12 

397 

10 


5 


7 

9 


Total  464 


Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  1955  are  given 
in  detail  in  the  following  table: — 

NEW  CASES 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratorv 

AGE  PERIOD  M.  F.  M.  F. 

Under  5  —  1  1  ^ — 

5-14  _  _  _  2 

15—24  —  2  2  — 

25—44  —  2  2  2 

45—64  .  1  —  —  — 

65  and  over  . 1 _ — _ — 

Totals  2  5  5  4 


Phere  were  two  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1955. 
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REPORT 


of  the 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1955 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 

Committee  of  the  Urban  District  of  Sowerby  Bridge. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  present  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  on  (a)  the  general  sanitary  conditions  in  the  area;  (b) 
the  housing  conditions,  including  overcrowding,  and  (c)  the 
inspection  and  supervision  of  food,  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1955,  and  for  the  Cleansing  Services  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1956. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  is  devoted  to  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  Annual  Report,  not  only  in  compiling  the  many 
statistical  tables,  but  also  in  the  report  itself.  I  feel  that  certain 
figures  are  necessary  for  comparison  and  in  order  to  portray 
the  general  position  relative  to  the  numbers  of  inspections, 
sampling  and  to  give  an  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  which 
has  been  carried  out.  In  addition  explanatory  notes  have 
been  set  out.  I  therefore  trust  that  in  reading  this  report 
the  members  will  find  it  interesting  and  realise  the  amount 
of  work  which  apparently  is  completed  but  goes  unnoticed  as 
a  matter  of  routine  in  the  Department. 

There  are  a  number  of  main  items  with  which  the  Depart¬ 
ment  deals,  and  this  year  housing  has  once  again  become  one 
of  the  major  issues,  and  to  me  it  is  extremely  disappointing  to 
have  to  report  so  little  progress  in  the  improvement  of  the 
housing  conditions. 

Sowerby  Bridge  is  a  typical  West  Riding  industrial  town, 
with  the  very  familiar  back-to-back  houses.  During  the  year, 
one  of  the  duties  amongst  others  under  Part  1  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1 954,  was  to  carry  out  a  survey  of  the 
district  in  order  that  proposals  could  be  submitted  to  the 
Minister  dealing  with  unfit  houses  in  the  district. 
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This  housing  survey  was  completed  prior  to  the  suggested 
date  of  August  1st,  in  sufficient  detail  to  submit  proposals  for 
both  a  5  and  20-year  programme.  During  this  survey  it  was 
essential  that  all  unfit  houses  should  be  included,  but  it  was 
equally  essential  that  the  proposals  should  not  be  so  large  as 
to  be  impracticable.  The  district,  by  its  very  nature  and 
general  contour,  has  more  than  its  fair  share  of  back-to-back 
houses,  and  thus  the  task  was  made  more  difficult. 

During  the  survey  special  attention  was  given  to  the  1,821 
back-to-back  houses,  154  back-to-earth  houses,  265  single 
back  houses  and  the  52  single  room  dwellings.  The  back-to- 
back  houses  vary  considerably  according  to  the  type,  and  it 
was  very  evident  that  whilst  a  proportion  of  back-to-back 
houses  must  be  included  and  dealt  with  in  clearance  areas, 
there  were  many  others  that  would  lend  themselves  to  im¬ 
provement  or  conversion  and  would  not  be  dealt  with  during 
the  20-year  period  under  review. 

At  the  completion  of  the  survey  more  than  1,100  houses 
had  been  included.  This  figure  was  re-examined  time  and 
again  and  was  subsequently  reduced  to  761  houses  over  a 
20-year  period,  or  an  average  of  37  houses  per  year,  a  figure 
which,  in  view  of  the  building  programme  over  the  past  few 
years,  appeared  to  be  a  practical  one  and  with  little  difficulty 
could  be  attained. 

The  standard  of  housing  in  Sowerby  Bridge  is  low.  The 
problem  of  substandard  houses  will  be  with  the  Authority 
for  a  very  long  time.  The  replacement  of  37  houses  per  year 
is  insufficient  unless,  coupled  with  this  clearance,  is  the 
improvement  of  many  of  the  existing  housing  conditions.  The 
majority  of  houses  in  this  programme  would  be  in  clearance 
areas  which  would  not  lend  themselves  for  re-development, 
but  there  are  others  that  would  be  most  suitable  for  re-develop¬ 
ment.  Suitable  housing  sites  in  this  area  are  difficult  to 
obtain  and  consequently  there  appears  to  be  a  constant 
encroachment  on  to  agricultural  land  which  is  far  remote 
from  the  centre  of  the  town. 

Whilst  there  are  many  families  who  would  welcome  the 
opportunity  of  settling  in  the  outer  districts,  there  are,  I  am 
sure,  many  families  who  would  welcome  the  opportunity  of 
settling  in  a  re-development  area  near  to  the  centre  of  the 
town.  This  would  be  good  for  Sowerby  Bridge.  Not  only 
would  it  keep  more  trade  within  the  town  and  so  keep  the 
town  alive,  but  it  would  heal  many  of  the  unsightly  scars  that 
have  been  a  blot  on  Sowerby  Bridge  for  far  too  long. 

The  improvement  of  housing  should  be  a  priority  and 
should  be  tackled  vigorously  and  quickly.  The  last  clearance 
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area  was  in  1938  and  since  that  time  many  houses  have  pro¬ 
gressively  deteriorated,  and  only  the  individual  house  has  been 
closed.  The  Department  is  anxious  to  re-start  clearance,  but 
without  adequate  facilities  for  re-housing  no  progress  can  be 
made. 

In  order  to  improve  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  out- 
district  work  has  continued  on  the  survey  and  sampling  of 
private  water  supplies  (full  details  of  which  are  supplied  under 
this  heading  later  in  the  report),  and  the  improvement  of 
existing  supplies  or  the  extension  of  the  public  supply. 
During  the  year  more  than  800  yards  of  water  main  have 
laid  in  the  outer  districts.  This  has  catered  for  all  Mill  Bank, 
the  lower  parts  of  Midgley  and  the  majority  of  Sowerby  Town. 
The  conversion  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  will  automatic¬ 
ally  take  place  under  the  Council’s  scheme,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  will  be  followed  by  further  improvements  and  so  give 
a  further  lease  of  life  to  much  of  the  old  but  structurally  sound 
property  in  the  district.  This  will  also  be  a  welcome  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  housing  problem. 

The  anticipated  improvements  to  the  food  stalls  on  the 
open  market  were  completed  by  the  middle  of  the  year.  These 
stalls  are  completely  up  to  date  and  comply  with  every  aspect 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  They  are  fully  screened, 
and  hot  and  cold  water  together  with  stainless  steel  sinks  are 
provided.  The  stalls  will  compare  most  favourably  with  any 
in  the  country. 

Slaughtering  has  continued  throughout  the  year  in  two 
private  slaughterhouses  as  a  result  of  the  rejection,  after 
enquiry  by  the  Ministry,  of  the  Council’s  application  to  close 
all  private  slaughterhouses  within  the  area  and  transfer  the 
same  to  the  Halifax  Abattoir. 

The  cleansing  continues  to  take  up  a  considerable  amount 
of  time,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  collection  has 
continued  very  satisfactorily.  On  the  other  hand  the  picture 
regarding  disposal  is  not  quite  so  rosy.  This  problem  is, 
however,  being  attacked  vigorously  and  I  hope  to  report  in 
1956  that  the  mechanical  equipment  which,  at  the  end  of  this 
year,  was  being  demonstrated  has  been  purchased  and  the 
necessary  improvement  has  been  effected. 

There  are  many  other  aspects  of  the  Department  with 
which  I  should  like  to  deal,  but  the  general  details  of  these 
are  set  out  under  the  several  headings  in  the  report. 

It  is  always  pleasing  to  be  able  to  meet  the  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  informally,  and  once  again 
during  the  year  two  meetings  were  held,  both  in  relation  to 
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housing.  During  these  visits  it  was  possible  for  the  members 
to  visit  many  parts  of  the  district  and  to  examine  many  of 
the  worse  types  of  houses.  In  addition  there  were  several 
meetings  at  the  refuse  disposal  at  Milner  Royd  when  the 
demonstrations  of  the  various  mechanical  appliances  were 
taking  place.  This,  I  am  sure,  gave  the  members  a  greater 
appreciation  of  the  difficulties  and  enabled  them  to  see  at  first 
hand  the  capabilities  of  the  various  machines. 

There  has  only  been  one  Court  case  in  the  year,  in  which 
the  Council  were  successful. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Conimittee,  Councillor  W.  Tate,  and 
also  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  assistance  in 
the  various  duties  undertaken  by  the  Department,  and  also  to 
Dr.  J.  Lyons,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  help  which 
was  so  readily  given  at  all  times. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  staff  of  the  Department, 
Mr.  J.  Goulden,  the  Additional  Inspector,  also  to  the  Clerical 
Staff,  together  with  the  Foreman  and  the  Employees  of  the 
Cleansing  Department,  who  have  carried  out  the  objection¬ 
able  work  of  cleansing  and  disposal  of  refuse  in  such  an 
efficient  manner. 

In  addition  1  should  like  to  thank  all  the  Officials  of  the 
Council,  who  have  so  kindly  co-operated  in  supplying  general 
information  for  this  report. 

T  remain,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 

WM.  E.  FOSTER, 

A.M.I.S.E.,  M.S.I.A., 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


Public  Supply 

The  Public  Supply,  which  is  distributed  throughout  the 
majority  of  the  district  by  the  District  Council,  continues  to 
gives  satisfaction.  Samples  for  both  chemical  and  bacteriol¬ 
ogical  examination  have  again  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Public  Supply  in  Norland  and  the  Ripponden  Supply 
feeding  parts  of  Mill  Bank  and  Triangle,  also  continue  to 
give  satisfaction,  as  the  samples  indicate. 

During  the  year  the  water  main  has  been  extended  in  the 
following  areas; — 

Sowerby  Housing  Site 

Mill  Bank 

Naylor  Lane 

Private  Supplies 

The  private  supplies  remain  much  in  evidence  in  various 
parts  of  the  district.  The  one  pleasing  feature  is  the  decreas¬ 
ing  number  of  the  polluted  supplies  from  year  to  year.  There 
remains  quite  a  large  proportion  of  the  dwellinghouses  still 
dependent  upon  these  private  supplies,  and  approximately 
27%  still  rely  upon  the  same.  The  majority  of  these  houses, 
however,  are  served  by  some  of  the  larger  supplies  which  are 
reasonably  satisfactory.  The  smaller  supplies  are  quickly 
disappearing  and  are  being  replaced  by  the  Public  Supply. 

Due  to  several  factors  it  was  considered  necessary  to 
continue  sampling  all  the  private  supplies  in  the  lower  parts 
of  Midgley  in  order  to  get  a  clearer  picture  of  the  supplies. 
It  was  quite  evident  from  the  results  that  all  the  supplies  were 
open  to  pollution  and  several  were  definitely  insufficient. 
Samples  were  taken  regularly  and  in  widely  varying  condi¬ 
tions — in  all  a  total  of  386  samples  were  taken. 

The  late  summer  and  autumn  were  comparatively  dry 
with  the  result  that  many  of  the  larger  water  supplies  failed 
— amongst  these  were  the  main  Sowerby  Town  supply  with 
a  storage  capacity  of  65,000  gallons — Millbank  with  10,000 
gallons  capacity  and  several  smaller  supplies.  This  has 
resulted  in  the  application  for  the  extension  of  the  public 
supply  to  cover  all  these  supplies. 


223  yds.  of  4in.  pipe. 

72  yds.  of  3in.  pipe. 
382  yds.  of  3in.  pipe. 
270  yds.  of  3in.  pipe. 
163  yds.  of  2in.  pipe. 
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There  has,  during  the  past  few  years,  been  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  and  effort  put  into  the  improvement  of  water 
supplies,  for  this  is  essential  if  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
out-district  property  are  to  be  improved.  Immediately  an 
adequate  and  wholesome  water  supply  is  available  throughout 
the  district  the  improvements  will  follow  automatically.  At 
the  end  of  this  year  it  was  pleasing  to  note  that  not  only  had 
the  Millbank  area  been  adequately  covered,  but  in  addition 
the  majority  of  Sowerby  and  parts  of  Luddenden  Foot. 

During  the  year  386  samples  of  water  have  been  taken 
for  bacteriological  examination,  details  of  which  are  set  out 
in  the  following  table: — 


District 

Bacteriological  Examination 
Sat.  !  U/Sat.  !  Total 

Luddenden  Foot 

5 

13 

18 

Midgley 

81 

232 

313 

Sowerby 

1 

15 

16 

Triangle  and  Millbank 

3 

12  , 

15 

Norland 

16 

3 

i9 

Norland  Public  Supply 

2 

— 

2 

Ftalifax  Corporation  supply 

3 

— 

3 

Totals 

111 

275 

386 

Plumbo-Solvency;  4  Satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  general  maintenance  work  on  the  sewers  has  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year,  but  apart  from  this  no  major  schemes 
of  improvement  have  been  undertaken.  There  are  still  parts 
of  the  district  which  require  an  adequate  sewer,  which  are 
now  covered  by  cesspools  which,  owing  to  their  general  con¬ 
dition,  should  be  abolished. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  on 
the  testing  and  re-construction  of  defective  drainage  systems 
which  have  been  found  either  on  routine  inspection  or  alter¬ 
natively  as  a  result  of  complaint.  During  the  year  some  465 
inspections  and  visits  have  been  made  in  relation  to  defective 
drainage  systems  and  the  inspection  of  works  in  course  of 
completion.  In  addition  to  this,  some  65  stoppages  in 
drainage  systems  have  been  removed  under  the  provisions  of 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  no 
charge  being  made.  This  work  generally  is  of  a  minor  nature, 
and  where  it  is  found  that  more  extensive  works  are  required. 
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or  a  defect  is  located,  then  this  matter  is  dealt  with  by  the 
owner,  or  if  by  the  Council  then  any  costs  incurred  are 
recovered.  The  water  test  has  been  applied  to  all  re-con¬ 
structed  drainage  systems  during  the  year. 


Sewage  Disposal 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Milner  Royd,  Sowerby 
Bridge,  and  High  Royd,  Luddenden  Foot,  continue  to  give 
satisfaction.  No  complaints  have  been  received  from  the 
Rivers  Board  relative  to  effluent.  The  disposal  works  were 
designed  solely  for  the  reception  of  domestic  refuse,  but  a 
scheme  for  the  treatment  of  tra^e  effluent  is  being  considered 
by  both  the  Luddenden  Foot  Joint  Sewerage  Board  and  the 
Council,  the  scheme  being  well  advanced  by  the  former 
Authority. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  conversion  of  the  more  primitive  types  of  sanitary 
accommodation  to  the  water  carriage  system  has  continued 
during  the  year.  The  entire  work  has  been  completed  by 
negotiation  rather  than  by  formal  notice,  and  a  contribution 
of  £7  10s.  Od.  in  each  case  has  been  made  by  the  CounciL 
With  the  extension  of  the  sewer,  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the 
conversions  on  the  same  during  the  coming  year,  as  the 
schemes  are  now  advanced.  The  number  of  pails  has  been 
reduced  by  9,  making  a  total  of  511;  the  number  of  privies  has 
also  been  reduced  by  3,  leaving  a  total  of  1 3. 

There  have  been  3  privies  and  9  pails  re-constructed  in 
1955  as  w.c.s.  The  number  of  additional  closets  provided  for 
old  property  during  the  year  totalled  30,  whilst  52  w.c.s  were 
provided  for  new  houses.  The  percentage  of  houses  on  the 
water  carriage  system  is  89.5  per  cent.  Unfortunately,  as 
mentioned  in  previous  years,  the  accommodation  is  not  all 
separate,  as  a  considerable  amount  of  terraced  houses  and 
back-to-back  houses  have  joint  sanitary  accommodation. 
This  still  continues  to  cause  trouble,  mainly  owing  to  cleansing 
of  same,  but  unfortunately,  due  to  the  very  limited  space,  it  is 
not  possible  to  increase  the  number  of  closets,  in  order  to 
provide  separate  accommodation. 

The  types  of  accommodation  in  the  Urban  Area  are  set 
out  as  follows: — 

Number  of  Privies  with  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Privies  with  Coverel  Middens  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  511 
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Number  of  Pedestal  W.C.s,  including  Factories  and 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4427 

Number  of  Trough  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  16 

4988 


The  pails  and  privies  are  mainly  in  the  out  district  as 
follows:  — 


District 

Pails 

Privies 

Ashpits 

Triangle  and  Mill  Bank 

56 

4 

— 

Sowerby  Bridge 

24 

— 

— 

Norland 

113 

2 

— 

Sowerby  and  Blackwood 

124 

6 

— 

Luddenden  Foot  (inc.  Butts  Green) 

118 

— 

— 

Midgley 

76 

1 

— 

Totals 

511 

13 

— 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE 
Refuse  Collection 

The  whole  of  the  public  cleansing,  both  collection  and 
disposal,  including  the  cleansing  of  pails,  privies,  etc.,  and 
the  collection  of  trade  and  market  refuse,  is  the  direct  concern 
of  the  Department,  together  with  the  collection  of  disposal 
of  salvaged  materials. 

The  cleansing  service  for  the  most  part  continues  on  a 
weekly  basis,  and  only  a  comparatively  small  percentage  of 
bins  are  on  the  fortnightly  basis — these  being  in  the  more 
rural  parts  of  the  area. 

The  weekly  collection  of  bins  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  due  to  the  building  programme.  This  year  52  houses 
have  been  added  to  the  rounds,  and  over  the  past  five  years 
an  average  of  30  per  year  have  been  added.  This  is  not  sucn 
a  formidable  number,  but  nevertheless  it  is  sufficient  col¬ 
lectively  to  upset  the  working  of  the  Department,  especially 
when  coupled  with  the  additional  number  of  bins  which  have 
been  provided  for  separate  accommodation  in  some  of  the 
older  properties  in  order  to  abolish  the  communal  bin.  The 
new  houses,  almost  without  exception,  set  a  problem  due  to 
the  long  carry  and  the  contour  of  the  estates,  which  necessi¬ 
tates  the  provision  of  steps. 
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Unfortunately,  the  planning  of  estates  nowadays  appears 
to  loose  sight  of  the  necessity  of  that  all  important  receptacle 
— the  ashbin — and  as  an  afterthought  it  is  placed  in  some 
remote  position,  inaccessible  to  both  dustman  and  housewife. 

The  work  has  without  doubt  increased  and  the  teams 
have  been  fully  employed  coping  with  the  weekly  collection 
of  approximately  5,000  bins  and  500  pails  together  with  500 
bins  fortnightly — Trade  Refuse — Waste  Paper  Collection,  etc., 
and  the  position  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  labour  force 
must  increase. 

An  answer  to  the  problem  may  be  the  introduction  of  a 
bonus  scheme,  where  an  incentive  would  be  paid  to  each  team 
after  a  certain  number  of  bins  had  been  emptied  per  day. 
This  was  suggested  and  outlined  but  unfortunately  was 
rejected  by  the  employees — 1  feel  that  had  it  been  tried  it 
would  have  been  successful  and  in  the  long  run  been  bene¬ 
ficial  to  all  concerned. 


Details  of  the  work  of  the  Vehicles  are  set  out  below: — 


Vehicle 

Ashbins 

Ashpits 

Pails 

Loads 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Karrier  No.  6 

28827 

— 

— 

905 

988 

10 

Bedford  No.  7 

5756 

72 

585 

312 

285 

- — - 

Bedford  No.  8 

6002 

34 

31278 

842 

944 

10 

S;.&D.  No.  10 

100992 

— 

— 

476 

1439 

— 

S.&D.  No.  10 

101645 

— 

— 

493 

1466 

5 

243222 

106 

31863 

3028 

5123 

5 

Accidents 

During  the  year  the  vehicles  have  been  involved  in  7 
accidents,  as  follows: — 

Karrier  6  ...  ...  ...  2 

S.  &  D.  9 .  2 

S.  &  D.  10 .  2 

Bedford  Van  ...  ...  1 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  six  vehicles  are  operated  by  the 
Department,  I  do  not  consider  that  the  accident  rate  is  high, 
especially  when  one  considers  the  unmade  roads  which  these 
vehicles  have  to  traverse  in  all  weather  conditions.  These 
were  contributory  factors  in  some  of  the  accidents.  In  almost 
every  instance  the  damage  to  the  vehicle  was  very  small.  The 
damage  in  most  cases  was  confined  to  gate  posts,  dry  walling, 
manhole  covers  and  the  like.  Generally  speaking,  the  drivers 
are  very  capable  and  are  very  concerned  when  accidents  have 
to  be  reported.  I  feel  that  by  their  skill  and  patience  many 
accidents  are  avoided. 
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Refuse  Accommodation  Throughout  Area 

The  comparative  figures  for  refuse  storage  in  the  district 
are  set  out  below.  There  is  a  continued  improvement  in  the 
sanitary  conditions,  showing  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  pails 
and  privies,  whilst  the  number  of  ashbins  in  the  district  con¬ 
tinues  to  increase. 


Year 

Pail  Closets 

Privies 

Ash  Pits 

Ash  Bins 

1950 

655 

51 

_ 

619'/ 

1951 

625 

45 

— 

6208 

1952 

629 

30 

— 

6229 

1953 

529 

23 

— 

6314 

1954 

520 

16 

— 

6384 

1955 

511 

13 

— 

6396 

Municipal  Ashbin  Scheme 

The  above  scheme,  which  was  brought  into  operation  in 
1949,  has  continued  to  work  quite  satisfactorily  and  whilst  the 
cost  centres  around  1 .5  penny  rate  there  appears  to  be  little 
concern,  but  the  position  with  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  bins, 
together  with  the  purchase  tax  on  these  receptacles,  means 
that  there  will  be  a  steep  increase  in  the  cost  of  operating  this 
scheme  where  all  charges  are  met  by  the  rate  fund.  4 
Municipal  Ashbin  Charge  has  again  been  considered,  but  no 
action  taken.  It  is  a  distinct  possibility  that  this  may  be 
adopted  in  the  coming  year. 

Details  of  the  scheme  during  the  year  are  as  follows: — 

371  ashbins  have  been  provided  free  of  charge,  whilst  the 
charges  for  78  have  been  recovered. 

In  the  case  of  pails,  which  are  also  covered  by  the  scheme, 
33  were  issued  free,  whilst  1  was  charged  for. 

From  these  figures  the  cost  of  the  scheme  has  amounted 
to  £436,  or  1 .22  penny  rate. 

Details  of  the  cost,  etc.,  are  set  out  below: — 

Cost  of  Ashbins  and  Pails  supplied 

during  the  year .  564  13  2 

Bins  charged  for  ...  ...  ...  127  10  9 

Pails  charged  for  ...  ...  ...  0  19  8 

-  128  10  5 


£436  2  9 
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Trade  Refuse 

The  trade  refuse  throughout  the  district  continues  to  be 
moved  regularly,  with  no  alterations  in  the  conditions.  One 
bin  is  removed  free  and  each  additional  bin  or  part  thereof 
is  charged  at  the  rate  of  Is.  Od.  Many  of  the  shops,  green¬ 
grocers,  etc.,  have  the  trade  refuse  removed  three  times  per 
week,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the  shops  receive  a  weekly 
collection.  The  trade  refuse  removed  during  the  year 
amounted  to  approximately  151  tons  and  has  brought  in  a 
revenue  of  £1 82. 

The  disposal  of  trade  refuse,  with  a  lack  of  adequate 
covering  material,  has  given  rise  to  rather  serious  rat  infesta¬ 
tion  on  the  tip,  and  this  matter  is  receiving  very  serious  con¬ 
sideration  with  regard  to  some  improved  method  of  disposal 
in  the  coming  year. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  entire  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  still  carried  out  at 
Milner  Royd,  whilst  the  Daisy  Bank  Tip  remains  closed.  This 
is  due  to  the  difficulty  in  recruiting  suitable  labour  for  tip 
work,  and  has  partly  been  responsible  for  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  the  tip  at  Milner  Royd. 

The  site  is  rather  difficult  to  work,  being  very  steep,  but 
this,  coupled  with  shortage  of  suitable  labour  and  lack  of 
covering  material,  has  meant  that  the  tip  has  not  only  been 
unsightly  but  it  has  fired  on  several  occasions  and  in  addition 
there  has  been  a  rather  severe  infestation  of  rats  and  crickets. 
The  rat  infestation  was  tackled  very  vigorously  towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  1  am  pleased  to  report  that  at  the  year 
end  the  tip  was  free  of  infestation. 

It  was  inevitable  that  some  alternative  method  of  con¬ 
trolling  the  tip  must  be  brought  into  operation,  and  at  the  year 
end  demonstrations  were  being  carried  out  with  various  types 
of  mechanical  equipment,  which  appeared  to  be  the  answer 
to  this  problem. 

Salvage 

The  new  waste  paper  depot  continues  to  be  a  great 
asset  to  the  Department,  together  with  the  Cameo  power 
press  which  has  been  installed. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  such  a  large  quantiy  of  waste  paper 
still  finds  its  way  to  the  bin  and  consequently  to  the  tip,  but 
I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  amount  of  waste  paper  salvaged  during  the 
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Complete  details  of  the  salvage  recovered  since  the  Council  commenced  salvage  operations 

follows:- — 
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year.  The  waste  paper  alone  has  increased  by  some  43  tons, 
and  in  value  approximately  £700.  The  salvage  of  other 
materials,  metals,  textiles,  etc.,  has  also  increased.  It  is  hoped 
that,  provided  there  is  a  ready  outlet  for  waste  paper  this  figure 
will  continue  to  improve.  The  bonus  scheme  for  the 
employees  continues  and  is  paid  each  half  year,  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  was  paid  as  incentive. 

Details  of  the  sale  of  residuals,  together  with  the  revenue 
from  the  same,  are  set  out  below: — 


Materials  Salvaged — 

Waste  Paper 
Newsprint 
Fibreboard 
Ferrous  Metals  ... 
Non-Ferrous  Metals 

Rags  . 

Carpets 


T.  C.  Q. 

152  19  3 

33  4  0 
29  11  1 

19  3  1 

0  1  1 
0  2  3 

0  13  2 


£  s.  d. 

1221  80 
348  12  4 
293  19  9 
32  6  9 
3  12  2 
2  12  6 
3  7  6 


235  15  3  £1905  19  0 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection 

Visits  in  connection  with  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
have  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  disinfection  has  been 
carried  out  where  necessary.  The  usual  enquiries  for  the 
prevention  of  the  spread  of  disease  have  been  completed,  and 
details  of  the  visits,  etc.,  set  out  as  follows: — 


Enquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  32 

Visits  re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  ...  ...  4 

Visits  re  Sonne  Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Visits  re  Paratyphoid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Visits  re  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


There  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  activity  in 
relation  to  infectious  disease,  and  a  number  of  cases  of 
dysentery  were  notified.  In  relation  to  these  notifications,  79 
specimens  were  obtained.  In  addition,  27  specimens  were 
obtained  in  relation  to  cases  of  suspected  Paratyphoid. 

Smoke  Abatement 

During  the  year  more  attention  has  been  given  to  this 
very  important  subject  of  atmospheric  pollution.  I  feel  that 
in  such  an  industrial  area  much  greater  time  should  be  given 
to  this  subject,  but  unfortunately,  with  the  very  heavy  duties 
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relating  to  housing,  food  hygiene  and  general  public  health 
matters,  it  is  not  possible  to  devote  the  time  necessary  to  this 
and  other  equally  important  duties.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the 
future  stations  can  be  set  up  in  the  district  recording  the 
amount  of  soot  deposit  and  pollution  in  the  atmosphere,  as  I 
consider  such  records  to  be  most  important. 

During  the  year  22  smoke  observations  were  taken,  7  of 
which  showed  an  excessive  emission  of  black  smoke.  Cautions 
were  issued  in  each  case  and  no  formal  action  was  taken. 

I  do  not  consider  that  the  position  in  relation  to  pollution 
of  the  atmosphere  in  the  area  has  increased,  but  1  do  feel  that 
the  position  could  be  greatly  improved  if  more  time  were 
devoted  to  this  subject.  More  factories  are  discontinuing  the 
steam  engine  as  a  source  of  power  and  many  mills  are  becom¬ 
ing  electrified.  There  are,  unfortunately,  certain  black  spots 
where  little  or  no  improvement  has  been  shown  for  quite  a 
considerable  time. 

There  has  been  much  talk  about  the  Clean  Air  Bill.  When 
this  does  become  operative  it  may  be  that  more  power  will 
be  given  to  the  Local  Authority  in  order  to  bring  about  the 
desired  results. 


Factories 

As  a  result  of  general  inspection  and  complaint,  10 
inspections  of  factories  throughout  the  district  have  been 
made,  as  a  result  of  which  3  contraventions  of  Section  7  of  the 
Factories  Act  were  observed.  All  these  were  satisfactorily 
completed.  Details  are  set  out  as  follows: — 


inspections 


Factories 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

In  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  . 

21 

4 

Where  Section  7  is  enforced 

122 

6 

— 

Total 

143 

10 

— 
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Defects  Found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

_ 

— 

— — 

Total 

4 

4 

Swimming  Bath 

The  Public  Swimming  Bath,  which  is  open  to  the  public 
during  the  summer  season,  has  again  been  sampled  for  both 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination.  4  samples  were 
obtained  for  chemical  and  6  for  bacteriological  analysis.  All 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  pH  value  of  the  water  on 
an  average  was  7.2  and  the  chlorine  content  was  that  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  being  approximately  5 
parts  per  million  at  the  inlet  and  4  parts  per  million  at  the 
outlet.  The  condition  of  the  water  has  been  quite  satisfactory, 
and  the  complaints  from  the  bathers  appear  to  have  been 
negligible. 

There  are  no  private  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the 

area. 

Nuisances  (Part  3,  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
except  Smoke  Nuisances) 

During  the  year  121  visits  and  inspections  were  made  for 
nuisances  only.  Informal  notices  were  served  in  27  cases,  24 
of  which  were  complied  with.  There  were  38  statutory  notices 
issued,  these  without  exception  were  completed  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  default. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  under  this  heading  is 
carried  out  as  a  result  of  inspection  and  meetings  with  the 
contractors  on  the  site.  The  details  under  this  heading  do  not 
include  the  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  general  sanitary 
inspection  of  the  area,  housing  inspection  and  the  like.  These 
are  set  out  separately. 
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In  addition  to  this  work,  the  cleansing  of  choked  drains 
is  completed  under  the  provisions  of  the  West  Riding  (General 
Powers)  Act,  1951.  Under  this  heading  65  choked  drains  have 
been  cleansed.  The  work  in  the  majority  of  cases  was  of  a 
very  minor  nature.  The  expense  involved  is  not  recoverable. 

OJfeiisive  Trades 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  29  establishments  on  the 
Register  of  Offensive  Trades,  28  of  which  were  Fish  Friers. 
There  is  1  Tripe  Boiler  in  the  district.  No  notices  were  served 
in  relation  to  these  establishments,  but  they  will  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

There  were  12  inspections  made  during  the  year,  and  no 
contraventions  were  found. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


Visits. 


Bakehouses  ... 

...  8 

Camping  Sites 

...  2 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

2 

Conversions — Visits  ... 

56 

Dangerous  Buildings 

1 

Drainage,  etc. 

...  465 

Factories 

...  10 

Flooding 

...  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

...  10 

Hairdressers  ... 

...  7 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

3 

Interviews 

...  131 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

...  88 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

Outworkers  ... 

..^  5 

Petrol  Pump  Inspections  . 

...  21 

Public  Conveniences 

...  6 

Public  Enquiries 

1 

Refuse  Collection 

...  313 

Refuse  Disposal 

Rodent  Control  (excluding  Sewer 

...  213 

Maintenance)  211 

Salvage 

...  178 

Sanitary  Accommodation^ — Defects 

...  65 

Schools 

...  11 

Shops  ... 

...  70 

Smoke  Observations 

...  22 

Stables,  Piggeries  and  Poultry 

...  9 

Sunday  Trading  . 

...  62 

34 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 


2 

7 


Theatre  and  Places  of  Entertainment 
Visits  re  Cleansing  Administration 


47 

45 

206 

6 


Water  Courses — Survey 
Water  Supplies 


West  Riding  Court  ... 
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HOUSING 


The  inspection  and  repairs  of  insanitary  houses  and 
the  investigation  of  complaints  under  both  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts  has  continued. 

The  inspections  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act  in  relation  to  the  Certificates  of  Disrepair  did  not  come 
up  to  expectations.  One  would  have  thought  that  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  applications  would  have  been  made,  but 
during  the  year  these  only  totalled  9.  These  inspections  were 
carried  out  and  Certificates  issued.  4  Certificates  were  revoked 
during  the  year. 

The  main  duty  during  the  year  was  the  inspection  under 
Part  1  of  the  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  and  for  this  purpose 
160  inspections  were  made.  A  detailed  report  was  prepared 
under  this  part  of  the  Act  and  submitted,  but  unfortunately 
no  action  regarding  the  first  five  year  plan  was  taken. 

The  Council  operate  the  loans  under  the  Small  Dwellings 
Acquisition  Acts,  and  for  this  purpose  31  inspections  were 
made.  The  miscellaneous  housing  visits  totalled  34.  During 
the  year  1 1  houses  were  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
under  Section  11.  In  each  case  a  form  of  undertaking  was 
given. 

There  is  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  overcrowded 
families  and  the  present  figures,  I  believe,  are  the  lowest  on 
record.  The  verminous  premises  are  decreasing  annually,  and 
during  the  year  under  review  10  inspections  were  made  for  this 
purpose.  Only  2  of  these  were  for  bed  bug  infestations. 

During  the  year  52  houses  of  the  permanent  type  were 
erected  on  the  Sowerby  site  by  the  Council.  No  houses  were 
built  by  private  enterprise. 

The  housing  statistics  for  the  year  1955  are  set  out  as 
follows: — 

1  Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 


for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  367 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  546 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  ( I )  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid¬ 
ated  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  needing  further 
action: — 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 
above),  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  327 

2  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  20 

(b)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  (exclud¬ 

ing  those  shown  in  (a)  above),  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  as  a  result  of 
informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  274 

\ction  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16, 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

( 1 )  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  36 

C  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  1 3  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 
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(1)  Number  of  representation,  etc.,  made  in 
respect^of  dwellinghouses  unfit  for  habitation  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Any  action  under  Sections  10  and  11  of  the 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provi¬ 
sions)  Act,  1953?  If  so,  what?  ...  ...  Nil 

D  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect 
of  which  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  have  been  rendered  fit  .. .  ...  ...  Nil 

E  Proceedings  under  Part  111  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  represented 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  areas  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Action  taken  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
Clearance  Areas: — 

(a)  By  Clearance  Orders,  number  made  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  num¬ 
ber  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas 

demolished  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  persons  re-housed  from  houses 

demolished  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  29 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  157 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  4 
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(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  9 

5  New  Houuses. 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year: — 

By  the  Local  Authority — 

Permanent  type  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Temporary  type  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

f)  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Section  4 — Any  action  in  connection  with 
advances  for  purpose  of  increasing  housing 
accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

7  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

Grants  to  persons  other  than  local  authorities 
for  improvement  of  housing  accommodation. 

Any  action  during  the  year?  45  applications;  6 
withdrawn;  35  granted;  4  rejected. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Distribution 

During  the  year  the  following  Licences  were  issued  under 
the  various  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations: — 

Supplementary  Licences  to  Retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  3 

Supplementary  Licences  to  Retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  3 
Supplementary  Licences  to  Retail  Sterilised  Milk  ...  3 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  Pasteurised  ...  14 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  Tuberculin  Tested  5 
Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  T.T. /Pasteurised  9 
Dealer’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  Sterilised  ...  30 

The  pasteurising  establishment  has,  during  the  year, 
changed  hands.  A  meeting  with  the  directors  of  the  new 
company  was  extremely  satisfactory,  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  improvement  was  undertaken.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  had  been  a  considerable  amount  of  new  machinery 
installed,  and  the  establishment  was  working  to  full  capacity. 
The  samples  obtained  were  very  satisfactory.  There  was  no 
trouble  experienced  whatsoever  with  either  the  preparation  or 
the  bottling  of  orange  juice  on  these  premises. 

The  dumping  of  milk  on  the  highways  and  vacant  plots  of 
land  in  the  district  has  almost  ceased,  the  majority  of  the 
dealers  obtaining  their  milk  direct  from  the  dairies. 
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Milk  Sampling 

During  the  year  23  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from 
the  retailers  of  the  district.  All  these  were  from  designated 
supplies  and,  with  one  exception,  all  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

Food  Inspection 

Inspections  of  the  food  shops,  cafes  and  restaurants  have 
been  carried  out  during  the  year.  Details  are  as  follows:- — 


Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fish  Merchants  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  5 

Food  Preparing  Establishments  ...  ...  34 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  7 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Pasteurising  Establishment  ...  ...  ...  11 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Public  Markets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Resta’,irants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Street  Vendors’  and  Hawkers’  Carts  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  57 
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The  general  condition  of  the  premises,  including  the 
equipment,  is  reasonably  satisfactory.  The  personnel 
engaged  in  the  retail  food  industry  in  the  district  appear  to  be 
quite  conscious  of  their  responsibilities,  and  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  food  hygiene  is  maintained. 

With  the  passing  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  work  will  have  to  be  undertaken  at  many  of 
the  food  establishments,  mostly  regarding  wash  basins,  sinks 
and  adequate  hot  water  supplies. 

As  a  result  of  general  inspections,  the  following  food  has 
been  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Vegetables 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  0 

0 

20 

11 

Fruit 

... 

.  0 

2 

18 

9 

Fish 

.  2 

1 

6 

15 

Meat 

.  6 

2 

13 

12 

Dried  Milk 

... 

.  0 

T 

12 

0 

10 

0 

15 

15 
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11  bottles  Miscellaneous  Foods:  12  tins  Milk;  13  boxes 
Cream  Cheese;  2  tins  Baby  Food;  4  packets  Dog  Biscuits;  2 
tins  Cream;  1  packet  Cocoa;  5  tins  Fruit  Juice. 

During  the  year  a  considerable  amount  of  work  was 
carried  out  regarding  the  purchase  of  food  from  the  Ministry 
for  animal  feeding. 

Unfortunately,  the  terms  of  the  agreement  with  the 
Ministry  were  not  being  complied  with.  The  distribution  of 
the  food  was  fairly  widespread,  aiid  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  was  completed  not  only  by  the  Inspectors  of  this  district, 
but  the  Food  Inspectors  of  many  surrounding  areas. 

The  outcome  of  the  enquiries  was  quite  conclusive,  but 
the  action,  or  lack  of  it,  led  one  to  the  conclusion  that  not 
only  had  the  efforts  of  the  Department  been  wasted,  but  the 
instructions  issued  to  the  Authority  should  never  have  been 
made. 


Meat  Inspection 

The  result  of  the  enquiry  in  relation  to  the  closing  of  all 
slaughterhouses  within  the  district  was  made  known  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  The  Ministry  upheld  the  appeal  of  the 
slaughterhouse  owners,  and  two  private  slaughterhouses  were 
allowed  to  open.  These  slaughterhouses  have  been  inspected 
regularly,  together  with  all  animals  slaughtered  therein. 


Details  are  set  out  as  follows: — 


Number  slaughtered 
Number  inspected 


Beasts.  Calves.  Sheep.  Pigs. 
116  32  412  212 

116  32  412  212 


All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis: — 
Whole  carcases  condemned  — 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  10 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  ...  ...  8.62% 


4  3 

.97%  1.41% 


Tuberculosis  only: — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  —  —  —  ■ — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  10  —  —  2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis  ...  ...  8.62%  —  —  .94% 


134  visits  were  paid  to  the  privately  owned  slaughter¬ 
houses  during  the  year.  The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned 
was  289  lbs. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

Application  was  received  from  17  butchers  for  a  licence 
to  slaughter  animals  under  the  above  Act.  All  these  were 
granted. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  within  the 
Urban  District,  all  the  shops  retailing  wrapped  ice  cream.  The 
only  loose  ice  cream  retailed  within  the  area  is  from  vans 
touring  the  district. 

During  the  year  50  inspections  were  made  of  the  retailers 
within  the  district.  14  samples  were  obtained,  all  of  which 
were  satisfactory. 

Details  of  the  shops  retailing  ice  cream  are  as  follows: — 
Grocers  and  Mixed  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Sweets  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


FOOD  PREPARING  ESTABLISHMENTS 
Bakehouses 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  number  of  bakehouses 
on  the  register,  neither  has  any  bakehouse  been  closed,  the 
number  remaining  at  17. 

14  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises,  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  of  which  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
model  bakery  in  the  district  continues  to  give  satisfactory 
service. 

There  are  6  cafes  and  restaurants  in  the  district,  and 
during  the  year  these  have  been  visited  on  6  occasions.  In 
addition  there  are  a  number  of  works  conteens.  These  have 
been  visited  on  14  occasions,  together  with  the  school  canteens. 
The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satisfactory,  but  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Food  Hyeiene  Regulations  certain  improvements 
will  have  to  be  carried  out. 


Market 

The  Market  continues  to  work  satisfactorily,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  record  the  improvement  to  the  stalls  where  food  is 
displayed  and  sold.  Adequate  screening  has  been  provided  at 
all  stalls,  together  with  suitable  washing  facilities  in  the  form 
of  stainless  steel  sinks  and  hot  and  cold  water,  and  these 
comply  in  every  way  with  the  requirements  under  the  Regula¬ 
tions.  The  upgrading  of  many  of  the  other  stalls  is  necessary, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  near  future. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  recorded  during 
the  year. 
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Food  Hawkers 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  West  Riding  (General  Powers) 
Act,  1951,  the  position  relative  to  food  hawkers  resident 
in  the  district  and  those  entering  from  outside  has  again  been 
considered.  The  general  condition  of  the  vehicles,  together 
with  the  food  storage  premises,  has  been  satisfactory  but  once 
again  certain  additions  may  be  necessary  to  comply  with  the 
new  Regualtions. 

The  Food  Hawkers  registered  within  the  district  are  as 
follows: — 

1 1  dealing  in  Bread  and  Confectionery. 

8  dealing  in  Greengrocery,  including  Fish. 

7  dealing  in  Ice  Cream. 

2  dealing  in  General  Foodstuffs. 

Rodent  Control 

There  is  not  a  full  time  rodent  operative  engaged  for  this 
work,  the  majority  of  which  is  carried  out  by  the  Cleansing 
Foreman  as  additional  part-time  work.  A  considerable 
amount  of  additional  time  has,  however,  been  devoted  to 
rodent  control  by  the  Inspectors,  especially  regarding  certain 
Local  Authority  property. 

During  the  year  83  houses,  45  business  premises  and  27 
Local  Authority  properties  have  been  inspected  and  treated. 
The  majority  of  these  were,  with  two  exceptions,  infestations 
of  a  minor  nature,  these  exceptions  were  of  major  rat  infesta¬ 
tions  at  the  refuse  disposal  site.  A  complete  survey  was 
undertaken  and  a  considerable  amount  of  bait  was  used  in 
getting  complete  disinfestation.  On  this  occasion  Warfarin 
proved  to  be  ideally  satisfactory,  but  fortunately  the  weather 
suited  this  type  of  baiting.  There  has  again  been  an  infesta¬ 
tion  of  rabbits  at  The  Holmes  Recreation  Ground,  Ludden 
den  Foot,  but  these  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  the 
Ministry. 

The  sewers  of  the  district  have  again  been  baited,  and 
details  of  the  treatment  are  set  out  below: — 


Section 

No.  of 
Man¬ 
holes 

No. 

not 

baited 

No. 

Baited 

Pre-bait  taken 

C 

p 

Total 

Takes 

N.T. 

Millbank  /  T  riangle 

69 

7 

62 

2 

13 

15 

47 

So  werby/ Triangle . 

65 

51 

14 

2 

1 

3 

11 

Luddenden  Foot  Dist.  ... 

77 

43 

34 

3 

4 

7 

27 

Midgley  District  . 

67 

39 

28 

1 

11 

12 

16 

Beechwood 

92 

80 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Sowerby/Ludd.  Foot  ... 

99 

72 

27 

1 

6 

7 

20 

Sowerby  Bridge  Sec.  1  ... 

92 

68 

24 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Sowerby  Bridge  Sec.  2  ... 

124 

79 

45 

1 

14 

15 

30 

Sowerby  Bridge  Sec.  3  ... 

121 

68 

53 

6 

13 

19 

34 

C  —  Complete  Take  P  —  Partial  Take  NT  —  No  Take 
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The  number  of  manholes  found  showing  signs  of  infesta¬ 
tion  continues  to  decrease,  and  there  has  been  a  complete  No 
Take  on  the  Beechwood  housing  estate  and  the  new  housing 
estates  at  Sowerby  and  Midgley.  The  sewers  in  the  Midgley 
area  show  only  very  slight  infestation. 

The  dwellinghouses  in  the  district  continue  to  be  treated 
free  of  charge,  whilst  business  premises  and  factories  are 
charged  at  a  rate  depending  upon  the  length  of  time  devoted 
to  the  work  and  the  amount  of  material  used. 

Details  of  these  treatments  are  as  follows: — 


Refuse  Disposal  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Salvage  Depot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Recreation  Grounds  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Private  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Business  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 
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Petroleum  Acts  and  Orders 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  following  licences 
were  issued: — 

Storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  .  40 

Storage  of  Cellulose  Paint  or  Petrol  Mixtures  ...  3 

Storage  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  ...  ...  2 

During  the  year  21  inspections  of  petrol  stations  and 
petrol  installations  were  made  in  connection  with  these 
licences. 
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